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Wolfgang Bernauer *
a@nyovvtal lOTopPIeg
avBevtikne EAGdac
avaoelkvuovtag

Tov AvBpwno niow |
and tnv napdadoon

— Kal TO avtioTpo@o.
Wolfgang Bernauer's
photographs tell stories
of authentic Greece,
highlighting the people
behind the traditions!
Andice versa. |

'I:e_x.f: Ch r‘lStan Katsantoni

INCREDIBLE

;.‘; &
GREECE

it

L

Zrijce rj&hnﬁi!
1 ek

TS

-0




110

INCREDIBLE GREECE

i GR  Zta tAn tng Sekaetiag tou ‘90, o Wolfgang

Bernauer, €vag veapdg portntig 1aTPIKAG and

v EABetio, nou and naidi dev xéptaive va EepuAIel
naAid ewtoypa®ikd dAunouy, tavel otnv EANGSQ,
yia va nepdoel éva napadooiakd MNaoxa oty opeivh,
i anopakpuopévn ki atiBaon ‘OAupno g KapndBou.
H atudopaipa, n eoth gpihogevia kal, Kupiwg, ol dv-
{ BPWMOI MOU GUVAVTA KAl Ol I0TOPIEG TOUG TOV GUYKI-
vouv BaBid: «KKatdhaPBa nwg eixa Bpel Eva B€pa, nou
dev Ba pe dpnve Nouxo: N {wn oto eNNVIKO XwPIO.
Mia {wn nou kaBopidetal and 1o pubud Twv eNoxXwVy,
™ SouAeld ota XxWPAPIa, TG OPNOKEUTIKES YIOPTEG, TN
: yévvnon kai to Bdvartoy.

Tig endpeveg dekaetieg, Eexivd éva ta&idl cuotnua-

TKNG avadATNonNg EMNVIKV XW IV, Mou Tov cuvapnd-
Ze1 600 Kal N PwToyPAPNoN Toug. Alaoxidel 0ANacoeg
ki avePaivel Bouvd, yvwpilel aypdteg kal aptonoiolg,
naidel xapud oe kapeveia, dokipddel yeloeig og To-
NIKEG ayopEG, CUPPETEXEI OE £€01Ua, TEAETOUPYIES KAl
navnyUpia, anaBavatidel naidikd xapdyeha kal putudi-
acpéva npdowna, nou koufaAolv toug kGNoug pIag
i Zwng, alG kal Ty aydnn Kal cuvoxn TG KovaTNTag.

Ta Aiya eMinvikd nou piAdel, avoiyouv NOPTeS Kal

KAPBIEG, OE PIKPEG KAl ANMOPOVWUEVES YWVIEG — and TV
Kdpnabo, th AéoBo kai v Agopyd péxpl tnv Kphtn kal
© T N&Eo. KdBe putoypaikd «kAik» napadidel otnv aic-
VIOTNTA pia SIApOPETKA OKNVA TNG auBevtikng EAM\GSag

NPOTAFQNIETEE 010 AeOKkwypa gival dvBpwrnot
kdBe nAikiag kat n kaBnuepvatntd toug.
THE PHOTO ALBUM'S protagonists are people
of all ages in their everyday lives.

EN Inthelate 1990s, Wolfgang Bernauer, a young
medical student from Switzerland who had

loved leafing through old photo albums since child-
¢ hood, arrived in Greece to spend a traditional Easter
in the mountainous, remote, and untamed Olympos
of Karpathos. The atmosphere, the warm hospitality,
and especially the people and their stories moved
: him deeply: “I realised | had found a subject that
: would notleave me in peace: life in the Greek village.
: Alife shaped by the rhythm of the seasons, work in
the fields, religious festivals, birth, and death.”

Over the following decades, he embarked on a

journey of systematic exploration of Greek villages, a
pursuit that fascinated him as much as photographing
them. He crossed seas and climbed mountains, met
: farmers and bakers, played cards in cafés, sampled
flavours inlocal markets, took partin customs, rituals,
: andfestivals, and captured children's smiles as well as
i wrinkled faces bearing the toil of a lifetime, yet also
: the love and cohesion of the community.

The little Greek he spoke opened doors and hearts

¢ in small, isolated corners — from Karpathos, Lesvos,
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Ol EIKONEX TOY
anotiovv Yopo Tung
otov nNapadootako
P00 {WNG oL

“I REALISED 1 HAD FOUND A SUBJECT THAT WOULD NOT LEAVE ME IN PEACE: e
LIFE IN THE GREER VILLAGE. A LIFE SHAPED BY THE RHYTHM OF THE SEASONS, pay it o the
WORR IN THE FIELDS, RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS, BIRTH, AND DEATH.” ol
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r1A TON WOLFANG, 1] pwtoypagia givai to rio
OLUMVKVWYEVO PETO apiynong uag oAdkAnpng tatopiag.
FOR WOLFGANG, photography is the most concise
way to tell an entire story.

EACH PHOTOGRAPH DELIVERED A DIFFERENT, VIVID SCENE
OF AUTHENTIC GREECE INTO ETERNITY, SPARRING THE IMAGINATION
T0 FILL IT WITH SOUNDS, FLAVOURS, SCENTS, AND EMOTIONS.

GR  «ainupodotei tn pavtacia va th cUPNANPWOoE!
HE NXOUG, YeUoEIg, LUPWOIEG Kal cuvaioBhpata.

Me ta xpdvia, avakalintel 6T av kal otnv UnaiBpo |
e€akohouBouv va undpxouv {wvtavd OToIXeia NG
avoBeutng wng, «napdyovieg ONwe N NAyKOOHIO-
nofnon v ennpeddouv. Ta NaNid kKaPeveia aviika-
Bictavtal ané anpdowna, nio Aertoupyikd ktipia. Ta
natponapddota epyactipia KAeivouy, oOAOKANPES
OIKOY£VEIEG HETAKIVOUVTAI KAl OUXVA N napddoon &i-
vel Tn B€on g o€ pia poAkhopikn avanapdctacny.
Y& autdv akpIBK§ Tov KOopO nou xAvetal, anotiel
PSpo TpNG o BiAio Tou pe titho «My Greek Village»,
pE€oa and PpWTOYPAPIEG MOU CUYKEVIPWOE and 1o
1995 HEXPI TO 2024, OAV HIA KATAYPAPH PvAPNG yia
TG eNSPEVEG YEVIEG. «O 0TOX0G SeV NTAV va NApoUsI-
40w anAGG pia oelpd eIKOVWV, eEnyel 0 SnpIouPYdS
ToU, «aMd To andotaypa HIag 1I0Topiag pe SIaxpovikn
noAiiotikn agiax. Miag iIotopiag nou unevBupide nweg
0 «eMNVIKG xwpId» Sev eival anAmdg YewypaIkog
npoodiopiopds oto x4, aAAG E0WTEPIKA avAykn |
© versal significance.

yia oucia kal anAdtnta, pe olkoupevikn Sidotaon.

EN  andAmorgos to Crete and Naxos. Each photo-
graph delivered a different, vivid scene of au-

thentic Greece into etermity, sparking the imagination

to fill it with sounds, flavours, scents, and emotions.

Over the years, he discovered that although ele-
ments of a simple life still existed in the Greek country-
side, “factors such as globalisation also affect village
life. The old cafés are being replaced by impersonal,
more functional buildings. Workshops close, entire
families move away, and often tradition gives way
to a folkloric representation.”

Itis precisely this disappearing world that his pho-
to album, My Greek Village, pays tribute to through
photographs he collected from 1995 to 2024, serving
as a record of memory for future generations. “The
aim was not merely to present a series of images,”
he explains, “but to distill a story of timeless cultural
value.” A story that reminds us that the Greek village
is not just a geographical location on amap, but an
inner need for substance and simplicity, with a uni-




