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Wolfgang Bernauer: Quwroypadilovrag ra eAAnvika
Xwpia

Evag EABetodg opBalpiatpog yia mepioodTepa amd 25 xpovia pwroypadilel Ta
eAANVIKA Xwpid, Ta Kadeveia Kal cuvouIAEel Je TOuG KaToikoug Tou Alyaiou.

Apopyog © Wolfgang Bernouer
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Wolfgang Bernauer: Qwrtoypadilovrag ta EAAnVIKA XwpLa

‘Eva EABetog 0dpOaApiatpog yia neplocotepa ano 25 xpovia
dwroypadilel ta eEAANVIKA XwPELA, Ta KadeVELX KoL CUVOULAEL pe
TOUG KOTolKouG Tou Awyaiou.

Mcavoc¢ Noutkoc

O Wolfgang Bernauer puAd otnv ATHENS VOICE yLa thn oX€0n ToU HE
tnv EAAdSa kat yia to BiBAio «My Greek Village».

«2tn NéaBo Bprka moAAa avdevtika ywptd. Ta Bouva tnc lMivdou, n Auopyoc
kat n Kapriadoc eival ertionc ouvaprnaotika Uepn... OL OUOLOTNTEC AVAUETO OTA
xwpta tnc Mivdéou kat oTouc OLKLOUOUC OTIC LTAAOPWVECG AATTELG, OTO KAVTOVL
Tikivo, ival EVTUNMTWOLOKEG... ».



‘Exouv mepAoeL mepLOCOTEPQ A0 38 XpOVLaL Ao TN OTLYUN TIou 0 EABeTog
kaBnyntng odpBaipoloyiag, cuyypadag kat pwtoypadog Wolfgang Bernauer
eTLOKEDTNKE yLa Tpwtn dopd tnv EAAGSa. Alya xpovia apyotepa, n mopapovi
TOU -KOTa Ta Stapkela tou MNaoya- oto xwptd OAuvprmnog tng Kapnabou Ba Atav
n apxn yévvnong evog pwtoypadlkol project mou cuvexiletal HEXPL ONUEPQ
KoL Ttlo mpoodata n KukAodopia evog moAutedoU¢ Asukwpatog (2019,
ekbooelg Bildperlen), kat ta 0o umo tov titho «My Greek Village» («To
EAANVIKO Mou XwpLo»). Htav n otyun mou Pe pila kapepa apxLos va
anaBavaTtilel OTLYUEC KAl CUVOVTAOELG LE avBpwToug TG uTtaibpou, péoa ano
Taéidla og OAN TNV EAANVIKN ETIKPATELA KL KUPLWE OE TILO OMMOUAKPA ONUELD
™¢ xwpag. Mia oxéon {wng, TPAYUOTIKA.

O Wolfgang Bernauer cuvoplAel o€ Kadeveia KoL Xwpoug EPYOCLaG UE TOUG
KaTolkoug tnG uTtaiBpou, Twv EAANVIKWY XWPLWV Kal TwV VNolwv Tou Alyaiou,
Toucg teAeutaiouc BepatodpUAaKeS TNG EAANVLIKAG Ttapadoong, o€ €vav KOOUO
Tiou SLopkw¢ aAAAleL.

O Wolfgang Bernauer, ano tn Zupixn tn¢ EABetiag, piAnoe otnv ATHENS
VOICE yia tn ox€on tou pe tnv EAAada kat yia to BiAio «My Greek Village».

O Wolfgang Bernauer



How did you cope with the COVID-19 pandemic? Did this pause your travels?

The COVID-19 pandemic is a serious threat to our civilisation, but it is
encouraging to see that most people behave respectfully and look after people
affected. There has been rapid progress in research and a fast start to the
vaccination programmes. Along with my immediate family and relatives, |
strictly followed the recommendations of our health authorities to protect
other people and ourselves. Travelling was postponed, and a major journey to
Macedonia in spring 2020 was cancelled. A new opportunity arose - the
pandemic allowed me to spend time concentrating on my local photographic
projects. | could make significant progress on my second big project, the
portfolio “Alpine life”.

MAateia, Apopyog © Wolfgang Bernauer

When was the last time you visited Greece - where was that and when - and
when do you plan to go back?

It was at Easter 2019 when we visited friends in Amorgos and in summer 2019
when we went sailing in the Northern Sporades.

We very much hope that safe travel is possible in September. We plan to visit
our friends in Lamia and then spend some time in the Pelion and Epirus region.
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When was the first time you visited Greece? What did you experience on this
first trip?

My very first trip to Greece was in 1983. As young students we were very much
impressed with the hospitality, the authentic atmosphere in many places, the
cultural heritage and — of course — the Aegean Sea. It was a four-week tour of
island hopping among the most popular Cyclades.

Paki/ Kpntn © Wolfgang Bernauer



Why did you decide to keep coming back to Greece?

The overlap of western and eastern cultural regions is an ongoing fascination.
The signs of the early Christian culture are unique. | like Greece with its
traditional country life, music, literature, food, and people and these in
combination with the Aegean Sea. Maybe, | am seeking Alexis Zorba’s soul...

Koupéag otnv Kprtn © Wolfgang Bernauer

How was the “My Greek village” project born? Is this an ongoing project?

| had always been interested in the cultural and social life of people living in
remote or rural areas. These people preserve the customs and traditions of their
ancestors. | experience(d) this repeatedly in Greece and in some regions of the
Alps. In these places, my photographic eye and creativity gain inspiration.

As | am interested in Christian rites and traditions, | spent several weeks at Easter
time in Olymbos on Karpathos. There | was deeply moved by the overwhelming
hospitality and the meditative resurrection service, but, above all, by the
authentic village atmosphere. This was about 25 years ago, and there | recorded
my first, rather random, encounters in a Greek village. From then on, the
photographic portfolio began to grow. Systematic research and travelling
followed for many years.



KapnaBog © Wolfgang Bernauer

The beginning of «My Greek village» was a collection of encounters with a
vanishing world. Then the idea evolved to build a portfolio out of these pictures
and stories. The aim was to create a remembrance of the daily life in a rural
village of our parents’ generation. It is this generation that experienced the
biggest changes ever - mechanisation, rural exodus, the transformation from
agricultural to urban society, tourism, and globalisation.

A stock of more than 5000 pictures had to undergo a careful selection process.
We used the following criteria: Does the photograph tell a story? Is the
atmosphere transported into the picture? Does the environment carry enough
meaningful information? Is the portrait respectful? The final selection was then
made in close collaboration with Christian Beck, a photo designer, who acted as
art director. His expertise allowed me to develop a certain distance to my own
pictures, and this helped greatly in the selection process.

Finally, in 2019, | was invited by the publisher to produce an art book entitled
“My Greek village — The village as metaphor”. The reception this book received
was fantastic - Bronze International Creative Media Award (ICMA) London 2019,
and Silver German Photo Book Prize 2020/21.

The project is continuing - new pictures, another exhibition, the sale of prints
and an extended English-Greek edition of the book are planned.
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Kadeveio AAékog otn AéoPo © Wolfgang Bernauer

Do you see these places and people through the eyes of a
photographer or is this going beyond that? What do you want to
capture and show in your images?

The photographic eye is part of my personality. Every photographer is
searching for the iconic picture....

A single picture that encapsulates the whole atmosphere of an
encounter and meets aesthetic criteria is great. When you succeed in
creating a series of such pictures, a portfolio or even a book, it is even
better and you are on the brink of becoming an artist... (smile)

In my portraits | aim to capture the cultural environment and its
interactions with the protagonists. In the book each image is paired with
a short description of the subject, their job in the village, and their hopes
and fears. As | mentioned, | wish to create a remembrance of daily life
in a rural village. For centuries this traditional way of living was the only
way and this contrasts greatly with life in an anonymous megacity of
today. In the light of such considerations “My Greek village” may even
serve as a metaphor.



MavtonwAeio otnv Apkadia - Mpwivog kadeg, Apkadia © Wolfgang Bernauer

My Greek village...

... is a metaphor for an idealised place that embodies much of what we aspire to in
life: interpersonal relationships, closeness, clarity, reliability, family, and identity.

. represents the loss of many values, as we have seen and lamented in our
globalised world.

. is an expression of the sorrow we feel when familiar and cherished objects,
structures and rituals disappear from our lives.

... Sharpens our view of the transience of established structures and gives us hope
that we will succeed in handling our cultural heritage in a respectful, protective
manner.



... makes us reflect on the most important, authentic values in life, because this
Greek village is not just in Greece; it is a place that exists everywhere in our
globalised world, a place of longing that needs to be seen and preserved, protected
and defended, and a place that exists, above all, in our hearts.

Maifovtag xaptia / Qwkida - © Wolfgang Bernauer

«Mnyn: https://www.athensvoice.gr/culture/photography/722388_wolfgang-bernauer-
fotografizontas-ta-ellinika-horia»tografizontas-ta-ellinika-horia»



