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Please tell us something of your project “My Greek village - Mein griechisches Dorf ”.

“My Greek village” is primarily a photographic project, accompanied by stories of traditional
daily life in an idealised Greek village. It is, however, also a metaphor for a way of living that
is location-bound, traditional, and embedded in family and village community structures.
“My Greek village” is, so to say, an antidote to anonymous life in one of the globalised
world’s megacities.
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What aspects of the Greek villages have you captured in your photos?

Over the last two decades | have become greatly interested in the cultural and social life of
people living in remote or rural areas. | wish to understand and record their biographies,
traditional life, housing, rituals and crafts. «My Greek village» is a collection of encounters
with a vanishing world. In my portraits | aim to capture the cultural environment and its
interactions with the protagonists.

Which villages did you visit for this project?

On my search for authentic villages, | travelled all over Greece. Traditional villages are typically
situated in remote areas, in the mountains or on isolated islands.

Which of these is your favourite village and why?

On Lesvos | found numerous authentic villages. The Pindos mountains, Amorgos and Karpathos are
also fascinating places.

Why did you choose Greek villages for your photography project?

Identity, common memories, proximity, family, origin and tradition are essential ingredients for
feeling at home. In Greek villages, particularly at Easter, this can be experienced in a very
concentrated form. By viewing this new coffee-table book and reading its biographical notes, you
may better recognise and appreciate such values. Possibly you will then cultivate these values more
consciously in your own life.

How many years have you been preparing this project for?

At the very beginning, about 25 years ago, | recorded my first, rather random, encounters in
Olymbos on Karpathos. From then on, the photographic portfolio began to grow. Systematic
research and travelling followed for many years. Finally, in 2019, | was invited by the publisher to
produce an art book entitled “My Greek village — The village as metaphor”.

What criteria did you use to choose the final photos for the book?

Does the photograph tell a story? Is the atmosphere transported into the picture? Does the
environment carry enough meaningful information? Is the portrait respectful? There are
approximately 250 out of 5000 pictures that fulfil these criteria. The final selection was then made
in close collaboration with Christian Beck, a photo designer, who acted as art director. His expertise
allowed me to develop a certain distance to my own pictures, and this helped greatly in the
selection process.

How can we order this book online?

Here is a direct link to the publisher:
https://bildperlen.de/produkt/mein-griechisches-dorf/
Alternatively, it can be ordered — worldwide — from your online retailer.
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What is the most rewarding part of being a photographer?

A single picture may tell a whole story. To create such a photograph that encapsulates the whole
atmosphere of an encounter and meets aesthetic criteria, is highly satisfactory. When you succeed
in creating a series of such pictures, a portfolio or even a book, then you are on the brink of
becoming an artist. Art and culture mark the beginning of mankind.

Which professional photographers have influenced your work, and how do you incorporate
their techniques into your photographs?

Hans Madej's life and work revolved around ancient ways of life. In my eyes, his approach and visual
language is exemplary. | also like Ferdinando Scianna and how he captured traditional Sicily, and |
very much appreciate Constantine Manos and Nikos Economopoulos. They all taught me to think
photographically. Henri Cartier-Bresson is the expert on photographic composition and Richard
Avedon is an authority on the art of portraits.

Is there any new project/s that you are working on?

A second big project in progress is called “Alpine life”. It follows similar directions as “My Greek
village”: Meeting people in authentic places, recording their biographies, and documenting their
traditional workshops, crafts and coffee houses.



O EABeToG pwTtoypa@og ov anadavatidet
EAANVIK& XWPLK
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O kUptog AAékog ae kapeveio atn Négfo

O EABet6¢ Wolfgang Bernauer, avayvwplopevog o@OaApiatpog, 8o prtopovos sUKoAd va
TIEPLOPLOTEL TNV AOKNON TOU LATPLKOU EMAYYEALATOG ] TNV EVOOXOANCN LE TIG PUOLKEG
ETILOTHEG €V YEVEL TIG OTtoleg yvwpllel aplota. QoTOC0, N AVAGUXN (PUGCH TOU TOV £KOVE VO
KOTOTTLOOTEL ETIITUXWG HE piat TEXVN, AUTHV TNG pwToypapiag, dokipadovtag To OpLd Tou
HéXpPL kot oTtnv EAAGS .

Mo TIOAAG xpovLa, o {Slog é{noe oto TteTol Tov TN {wr o€ EAANVIKA XWPLK, ATTOTUTIWVOVTOG
avOPWTIOUG KOL OTLYHEG TIOV EUEIG EVOEXOUEVWC VO TIPOOTIEPVOVTOHE WG OSLAPOPEC
ouvnBopeveg. Kou edw eival Ttou o KUpLog Bernauer (LoG) EKTIAROOEL EUXAPLOTO.

Me pa unxawvr) oto xépt, &Ekivnoe pv amo 25 xpovia va Ta&ldeVEL 0 ATTOUAKPUOHEVES
TEPLOXEG, Bouva I amopovwHEVa EAANVIKG VNoLd. 2e BAO0G XpOVWVY KATAPEPE, VA
amaBavatiosl VTOTILOUG KOL KATOOTATELG, ooV TIpwTa eiXe Tipofel oe evdeAexn E€psuva.
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Maidovtag yaptia atn Pwkid

MuAa pe meploon aydmn, aAAd KAl UTIEPNPAVELX YLK TO HOKPOXPOVIO (PWTOYPAPLKO £pyo
TIOV UAOTIOINGE 0T XWPA HAG.

«To "EM\NVIKO XWPLO Pov” amoTeAEL kuplwg éva Epyo HE LOTOPIEG ATIO TNV TIAPASOCLAKN
kaOnuepvy {wn oto EAANVIKO XWPELO. MapAANAQ, CUVIOTA LA HETAPOPX YLX VAV TPOTIO
SlaPiwong ouvdedepevo pe TNV ToToBETia, TAPASOOLOKO KOL EVOWHATWHEVO OTLG OLKOYEVEIAKES
KOl OLKIOTIKEG SOMEG», MOV ALEL KOL CUUTIANPWVEL «To “€AANVIKO XWPLO pou” givar, Oa Aéyape,
To avTidoto otnv avwvupun {wr o Pl HEYAAOUTIOAN TOU TILYKOGHLOTIOLHEVOU KOGHOU».



MavtonwAeio atnv Apkadia HEga aTo TN PWTOYPAPIKN LUATIX TOU K. Bernauer

ExovTtog Ta TpwTa cuT& AdYLa TOU HUOAO POV, TO MATL OV TIEPTEL amevBeiag o€ pia amod Tig
€LKOVEC TIOU OV TtapaXWPEL TIpog Ttapouaioon:
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AvOpwTol auBevTikoi og EEXUOHEVOUG TOTIOUG TIOU £XOUV VO GOV TIOUV TIOAAK
TIEPLOCOTEPA KAL OVOLWSN aTt’ TOV KABéva. AKOUN, AvOpWTIOL XAHOYEAQOTOL KL
MOVOLAOUEVOL UTTPOOTA OO TN WTLA. EEXPETIKO, OKETITOMAL, KOL ETTOVEPXOUOL OTNV KOLBEVTA
IOV ElxOpE.

‘Onwg Tovilel, TG SV0 TeEAsuTaleG SeKaETIEG TOV EVOLEPEPE TIOAV N TIOALTIOTIKA KOl KOWWVIKH {wh
Twv avBpwTtiwv Tou (OUV 08 QUTEG TIG TIEPLOXEC. N TNV akpifela, eMBUPOVOE VO KATAVON OEL
KOl Vo Kataypaet TiG Ploypa@ieg Toug, tTnv mapadoatakn {wr TOUG, TIG TEAETEG, TIG TEXVEG TOUG
KOl GAAQL

2TOX0G TOV TV VA €XEL OTO TEAOG EKEIVA T TIOPTPALTE, TIOU AVASEIKVUOUV TO TIOALTIOTIKO
TEPIPAAAOV KOl TIG OAANAETILEPATELG TOU E TOUC TIPWTAYWVIOTEG OE QUTO.

s

MNéoya atnv Kaprabo

«To “EAANVIKO XWPLo pou” gival pta cUAAOYH OO CUVAVTHOELG HE VAV KOGHO TIOU
e&apavifetor», utoypappilet.

«H TauTtdTNTO, Ol KOWEG AVOUVATELG, N EYYUTNTO, N OLKOYEVELD, N KATAywyn Kot n mapddoon
glval amapalTnTa CUOTATIKA YL VO VIWOEL KAVELG 0OV 0TO OTITL TOV. XTAX EAANVIKA XWPLE,
Waitepa To Maoxa, auto evtomileTal UTEP TO SE0V», OV AéeL O BPafEVpévog UTOYPAPOC,
€ENYWVTAG YLOTL TO £PYO QUTO TIPAYHATOTIOONKE CUYKEKPLUEVD O OUTOUG TOUG TOTIOUG,

MPOoKELUEVOL VO KATOANEEL OTLG PWTOYPAPLeG TTOV Bt GCUUTIEPIANPOOVY OTO PWTOYPAPIKO
épyo- BPAlo Tov, o Wolfgang €6goe pia oelpd amd epwTAOELG: AéeL N pwToypa@ia o Lotopio;
METOQPEPETAL N ATHOOPALPA TNV EIKOVE; TO TIEPIPAANOV EXEL APKETA TNUAVTLKEG TIANPOPOPIES;
Eivaw to moptpéto oefaoto;



‘Etol amogdaiog, Mooy, wg 250 amd tig 5000 £lkOVEG TANPOVV OXUTA TA KPLTAPLO KAL PTTOPOUV
va €xouv pia B¢on ato BipAio.

MAateia AuopyoV. H Auopydg xapaktnpiletat amd tov kUplo Bernauer we UEPOG "OUVXPTTATTIKG”.

H emloyn €ywve mavta og otevr ouvepyaoia pe tov Christian Beck, emiong €181ko6 otn
pwtoypapia. O k. Beck forOnoe tov k. Bernauer TPOKELPEVOU O TEAEUTAIOG VO KPATAOEL PL
amdOoTAON OO TIG PWTOYPAPIEG TOU KAl VO ETIAEEEL AUTEG TToL Eexwpidouv.

AuTth TN oTyun, éva 8e0TEPO peyado project pabaivw twg Bpioketan oe e€€AEn ano
HEPOUG TOU (PWTOYPAPOV Kal To oTtoio ovopdaletar “Alpine life”.

To ¢pyo akoAouBsi tapopoleg katevOUvaoeLg pe To “To eEAANVLIKO XwPLO pou” kot amoTeAEL
Hla ouvavtnon avlpwnwyv oe avBevTika pépn. PUOIKE, CUUTIEPIACUPAVETAL OE QUTO N
KoTaypa®n Bloypa@lwy Kot Topadoolakwy EpyaoTnpiwy, XELPOTEXVIWY KL KAPEVEIWV.

210 TEAOC JLaG KOUBEVTOG KpATW Kupiwg Ta €€R¢ AdyLa TTou Byrkav amod TO 0TOUX TOU
PWTOYPAPOUL:

«Miax HEPOVWHEVT ELKOVA KATAPEPVEL VA A€l Pt OAOKANpN totopia. H Snpovpyia puag
TETOLOG PWTOYPAPIAG TIOU EVOWHATWVEL OAOGKANPN THV ATHOCEALPX HLOG CUVAVTHONG KAl
TANpoi aedNTIKa KPLTAPLY, Eival EEXPETIKA LKAVOTIONTLKN. ‘OTAV TETUXETE VA
SNUIOUPYNOETE HIX OELPA ATLO TETOLEG ELKOVEG, ) akOpa Kot éva BipAio, ToTE eiote ot
MPOBupa Tou va gioTe KAAALTEXVNG. H TEXVN KO O TIOATIOPOC ONUATOS0TOUV TNV apX TNG
avBpwWTOTNTOG.



Ta Adyla aUTA TOV PWTOYPAPOV pov UTIEVOUUI{OUV OAX EKEIVA TIOV GOV TIPOTPEPEL N
OUVOPTINOTIKN TEXVN TNG PWToypapiag. Kupiwg OUwE, HOU ATTOKXAUTITOUV VA OTTO HIKPX
HUOTIKA Ylo HLX ETLTUXNHEV TIOPELX OE AUTOV TOV XWPO.

Aiya Aoyuwa yua tov Wolfgang Bernauer

O Wolfgang Bernauer

O Wolfgang Bernauer sivat EABETOG 0@OaApRIaTpOG, OUYYPAPENG KAl PWTOYPAaPog. Ot
(PUOLKEG ETILOTAMEG NTAV TIOVTAX OV TIAPOVCEG OTO OTI(TL Tov. O TMATEPAG TOU NTAV EPEVVNTAG
XNHULKOG. Z& TtOAU veapr nAkia &ekivnoe va e€Epeuva TNV TEXVN TNG PWTOYpApiag,
XPNOLUOTIOLWVTOG TIOALEG KAUEPEG OTTO TN CUAAOYN TOU TIATEPX TOU. AUTEG OL EEEPEVVNTELG
e€eAlytnkav og &Bo¢g, evw akoAoVBONnoe n eEdoknon.

Amopoitnos ano TN TPk 6XoAN Kot £ywve KaOnyntng opOaApoloyiag. AvémTuée éva
EVOLOPEPOV YLa TNV TIOAITIOTIKN KXl KOWWVIKH {wh TwVv vIoTiwv avlpwtiwv Ttou {ouv ot
OTIOHOKPUOHEVEG TIEPLOXEG OTTWG ol AATtelg kat  EAA&Sa. H €psuvd Tou Kal N @WTOypaPLKH
Tou SouAeld Sivel Eppaon otnv apadooiokn (wr, TN oTeyaon Kot dAAa. H Stapovry Tou

otov ‘OAupmo KapmdBou 1o 1996 Tou £€dwaoe wbnon yla To HoKkpoxpovio TPOTleKT «To
EMNVIKO XWPLO HOU». ZTA TIOPTPALTA TOV TIOPOVCLAlEL avOpWTIOUG CLVABWGE OTO TIOALTIOTIKO
TOUG TIEPLPAANOV.

Ot eTuippoég Touv W. Bernauer

H Cwn kot To épyo Tou Hans Madej otpd@nkav yupw amod Toug apxaioug tpomoug (WG, XTa
MaTia Tou W. Bernauer, n Ttpoogyylon Kat n OTITIKA TOU YAWOoOod gival UTTOSELYHaTIKN. Tou apéael
emiong o Ferdinando Scianna kat 0 TpOTIOG e TOV OTIOI0 OUTOG ATIOTUTIWGE TNV TIOPASOCLOKN
TikeAia, evw kTP 1OlauTepwg Tov Kwvotavtivo Mavo kat tov Niko OtkovopdmouAo. Olot
Tov Sidagav Mwg va OKEMTETAL PWTOYPaPIKA. Bpiokel Tov Henri Cartier-Bresson €151k otn
pwTtoypapia kot Tov Richard Avedon £161k6 otnv TéXVn TWV TIOPTPAiTWV.

Ot pwToypaieg Tou SnuootevTnkav o€ Slapopa PEoa kat TEEPLoSIKY, OTwg Ta Foto- Magazin,
Color-Foto, Photography kot &AAa.

‘ExeL kAvel atopikn €ékBeon yia to “My Greek Village” otn Zupixn to 2019.



O 810¢ €€£¢dwoe To oXeTIKO BIPALo TO TNV (Sl xpovia.
‘EAaBe T0 yeppaviko Bpafeio pwtoypagikov BipAiou yia to 2020.

* EQv BéAeTe va amoktrioste 10 BiAio “To EAAnvikd xwptd pov — Mein griechisches Dorf” Le T kapé Tou
pwWTOYPAPOU ETTIOKEPTEITE TOV £EN¢ auvdeauo: https.//bildperlen.de/produkt/mein-griechisches-dorf/
EVOAAOKTIKG, UTTOPEITE VA TO TTAPAYYEIAETE ATTO OTIOLOSHTIOTE SIASIKTUAKO KATATTHILO ALAVIKIG.

Read more at: https://parallaximag.gr/life/elvetos-fotografos-pou-apathanatizei-ellinika-choria



